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Title«'
Is there an effective, attractive,

curiosity-arousing title?<

Biography Essay Writing Rubric-

Advanced 10 pts

The title hooks the reader greatly,
using appropriate and effective
metaphors, similes, or other

rthetorical devices. <

Proficient & pts

The title hooks the reader, using
metaphors, similes. or other

rhetorical devices

Fmerging 6 pts

The title does not hook the reader,

using specific and vivid language. <

Needs Tmnrovement 4 pts

The title does not hook the reader,
using too general and plain

language. <

Introduction~

Does the introduction effectively
begin essay, include a thesis and
provide a preview of the main

points?<

The introduction does an excellent
job of hooking the reader into the

essay. It includes a well-developed
thesis and effectively previews the

main points.<*

The introduction simply states the
topic; it includes a thesis and
previews main points_but does not

hook reader.<

Introduction is functional but not
exceptional. May have thesis, but

does not preview main points<

Introduction very weak, does not
have thesis or preview of main

points. Only previews topic.<

Thesis Statement-
Is the prompt stated as a main idea

for the essay?<

A well-developed thesis is present
and includes three clearly stated

reasons that support the prompt.<

The thesis is present and clearly
written with some reasons that

support the prompt.<

Thesis is present but doesn't
include reasons that support the
prompt

Thesis 1s not present or is not clear<

Conclusion~
Does the conclusion restate the

topic in a new way to tie the details

The conclusions does an excellent
job of summing up or restating the

topic and tying the details

The conclusion sums up the topic,
by restating it, but it does tie the
details together <

There is an attempt at a
conclusion, but it doesn't restate

the topic or tie the details together <

There is no conclusion the essay
just ends without summing up or

restating the topic. It doesn't tie the

together?: together.« the details together.«
StyleJ ‘Writer makes excellent use of Writer makes good attempt at ‘Writer has little attempt at Writer has no attempt at personal

Has the writer shown his'her
personality through his writing

style?=

style. using imagery and juicy

words.<

exploring style. using imagery and

Juicy words.<

individual style, leaving writing
dry and boring<

style, leaving writing very bland.
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Most Americans remember Mark Twain as the
father of Huck Finn’s idyllic cruise through
eternal boyhood and Tom Sawyer’s endless
summer of freedom and adventure. (paral, P92)
The geographic core, in Twain's early years,
was the great valley of the Mississippi River,
main artery of transportation in the young
nation's heart. (para 3, P92)

The cast of characters set before him in his new
profession was rich and varied a cosmos. (para
4, P93)
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He flirted with the colossal wealth available to
the lucky and the persistent, and was rebuffed.
(para 7, P93)

That mistake has killed his chances. (para 4,
P93)

Bitterness fed on the man who had made the
world laugh. (para 21, P93)
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Twain began digging his way to regional fame.
(para 8, P93)
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He flirted with the colossal wealth available to the lucky and the persistent, and was rebuffed. (para 7,

P93)

That mistake has Killed his chances. (para 4, P93)
Twain began digging his way to regional fame. (para 8, P93)
Bitterness fed on the man who had made the world laugh. (para 21, P93)
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