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Thematic Analysis:
Problems of some so-called green buildings — against the basic principles

Thematic Analysis: what fopic sentences tell

A perfect example of Problems ‘ Rem;)_te tlfcla!ign
the real green building tons of jet fue

(the Palazzo Resort Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas)

Author’s criticism of
green architecture

Large size

high fuel bills
- T (“Green McMansion™)
The author’s vision of HE ;
2 ‘ Mismatch
climate

green architecture >

‘ (ranch houses destroyed in hurricane Katrina)

Thematic Analysis: — Do tedsypectgren
How green is the California Academy of Science?

Problems of some so-
called green buildings

Problems of so-called green
[—  buildings - against the basic
principles

The Bad News about |
Green Architecture

Education

| Aperfect example of real green

Air condifioning:

Sensifive fo programs building
: oo nafural breezes
history: original
size and height
__ The author's vision of green
_ architecture

TEHR R AT, #OUM e oo b B oeng, mas s A UM e (experimentation, example,
authoritative testimony, numerical data) ; SAJG45 G R L ARE, LA HIBHEFISIERER (P46 5
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* Don’t worry about the tons of jet fuel that will be used to deliver
millions more tourists to Vegas each year—those visitors can help
make up for that by reusing the towels in their hotels. (Para. 2)

Critical Analysis

O New green resorts in Las Vegas cannot offset the carbon
emissions produced by their target tourists.
O A counterexample of green architecture

@ Is McGuigan’s argument valid?

(@ How do you see the new green resorts in Las Vegas in terms
of sustainability?

g

Critical Analysis

* How does McGuigan criticize “the hype, the marketing

claims, the smug lists of green features™ of the so-called
green architecture?
+ What language devices are used to express her attitude?

+ Does she use humor or sarcasm in the article? Ts it the most

effective choice for the argument? Why and why not?

PR BRI, BUTE sl B EiE

S IR AR 2 R AT SR AN U (P46 2R 3 B,

(I > ) AT S

Language Study ‘

When it comes to green, people don 't want to hear that size matters. We keep
bmldmg nol ]us! blgger enlerlammenl campleres but blgger houses. "Green

* What is an oxymoron?
- aword or phrase that contradicts itself, usually to create some rhetorical effect
- Origin: oxymoron (1600-1700) Greek oxys “sharp™ + moros “stupid”™
- E.g. cruel kindness, a deafening silence, “Parting is such sweet sorrow.”

) IR BRI =B E 2 — pathos (IFED &R, WHEHSERAT

1E||:|

Critical Analysis

+ How does McGuigan criticize “the hype, the marketing claims,

the smug lists of green features” of the so-called green
architecture?
« What types of evidence are used? Are they convincing?
« McGuigan several times uses statistics to make a point. What effect do the
statistics have on the reader?
+ Do some of the statistics seem more convincing than others? Explain your

responses.

The attitude

* I hate green architecture. I can't stand the hype, the marketing claims, the smug lists
of green features that supposedly transform a garden-variety new building into a
structure fit for Eden. Grassy roofs? Excellent! Recycled gray water to flush the toilets?
Excellent! But if 500 employees have to drive 40 miles a day to work in the place—
well, how green is that? Achieving real sustainability is much more complicated than
the publicity suggests. And that media roar is only getting louder. The urge to build
green is exploding: more than 16,000 projects are now registered with the U.S. Green
Building Council as intending to go for a LEED — or sustainable — certification, up

from just 573 in 2000.

BONTER WA (P46 25 1 B , #EmiEr

P47 55 6 BY) , EJakr A

Language Study

* But personally, I like that Piano’s trademark gifts for inventive

design and great craftsmanship seem to make the sustainable
elements disappear. (Para. 6)
» What does the underlined remark imply?

+ While sustainability is important to architectural design, it is not
y to make
design, since sustainability is related to the practical usage of a building,

o ol

or green features obvious in the

instead of the beauty of the design.
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