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Main idea

China has written
a new chapter in
the history of the

<

Sub-ideas

China’s Achievements

1. We have set records in the history
of poverty reduction in China.

2. We have promoted faster
development in poor area.

3. We have formed a strong synergy

Supporting details

Statistics

Statistics and

examples

fight against by pooling all social forces to fight Statistics and
poverty. poverty. examples
4. We have established an institutional
K framework with Chinese A List of the
characteristics for the fight against characteristics
poverty.
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1. China’s Achievements: the
second largest economy and from Testimony and
bglng a low-income country to a statistics
40 Years of high-income country.
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Poverty < 2. How did China achieve such A list of facts
Reduction

success in reducing poverty?

3. Chinese experiences in poverty
alleviation.
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A list of facts
and statistics
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We have promoted
faster development in
poor area.

Title Making Development People-centered
Lead-in |Embarking on the journey to comprehensively build a modern socialist country, China
envisions a future where prosperity is shared by everyone in the country, namely common
prosperity.
The CPC Central Committee has made plans and effective measures have been taken to fight
poverty. Decisive achievements have been made.
In this unit, you will learn how these achievements were accomplished.
objectives At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
® understand China's poverty reduction policy, measures, and achievements;
® describe the vision of common prosperity and discuss how it will be achieved,;
® use evidence to support ideas in speeches.
Pre-class |1 Search on the internet to find out how life in a previously impoverished region has changed in
work the past years. Be prepared to tell stories of individual families from that region in class.
2 Do research on why China emphasizes common prosperity now and how our government
plans to achieve it.
3 Read the speech in Activity 2, and do research on the measures and achievements of China's
poverty reduction campaign.
In-class |Warming-up |Excise 1: The achievements in poverty alleviation: President Xi | Multiple
work Jinping declared that China has scored a “complete victory” in | choice
its fight against poverty. exercise
Excise 2: The principal challenge facing China now: the gap Reading-out
between the unbalanced and inadequate development and the exercise
ever-growing expectation of the people for a better life.
Understanding | Activity | Understand 1 Quote from the UN Millennium testimony
Contemporary |1 poverty asa |Declaration
China global issue  |2.The world poverty ratio & China’s  |diagram
poverty ratio
Activity Unglerstandmg 1 Reading The first achievement: Statistics
2 China’s the speech
efforts in and highlight |We have set records in
poverty China’s four |the history of poverty
alleviation. major reduction in China. _
achievements | The second Statistics
in poverty | achievement: and examples
alleviation.

The third achievement:

We have formed a
strong synergy by
pooling all social forces
to fight poverty.

Statistics and
examples




The fourth achievement:

We have established an
institutional framework
with Chinese
characteristics for the
fight against poverty.

A List of the
characteristics

2 Group work.

3.Work in pairs.

Activity | Leaning from |1 Read the |, 40 Years of Reform Testlrr_10r_1y
3 anexample |speechand |, 4 Poverty Reduction” & statistics &
complete the ' Examples
table that |1 China’s
show the Use Achievements: the
. second largest economy
_Of evidence and from being a low-
in the income country to a
speech. high-income country
2. How did China
achieve such success in
reducing poverty?
3. Chinese experiences
in poverty alleviation.
2 Group work
Activity | lllustrating 1 Put the following paragraphs in the correct order.
4 with an 2 Work in pairs.
example 3 Group discussion.

After-
class
work

Making your
voice heard

Prepare a 5-minut speech on China’s poverty alleviation at the “ Understanding
China” summer camp.
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Theme

Warming-up

Speech Delivery

Understanding

Contemporary China

Key Text

Chinese Dream | Personal Realize Youthful Dreams p8
]. Appearance p5
Making People’s Life
Better p2

Core Socialist | Volume and Young People Should Practice
2 Values Pitch p24 the Core Socialist Values p25
Upholding the Core
Socialist Values p20

Confidence The Rate of Enhance China’s Cultural Soft
3 in Chinese Speech p41 Power p43
Boosting Cultural Culture
Confidence p38

From Poverty | Pauses p59 A New Chapter in the Fight
4 Alleviation Against Poverty p61
Making Development | to Common
People-Centered p56 | Prosperity

Comprehensive | Stress and Improve Governance
5 Reform Rhythm p78 Capacity Through the
Furthering Reform and Socialist System with Chinese
Opening Up p74 Characteristics p80

|
XV



Understanding Public Speaking

Public Speaking Skills

| Learning from Examples

Making Your Voice Heard

Speaking Publicly The Chinese Dream Is the | Give a 5-minute speech on the
for Intercultural People’s Dream p14 responsibilities of the young Chinese
Communication p13 generation at the International Youth
Forum. p18
Selecting Your Topic Foster and Practice Core | Give a 5-minute speech on China’s
and Purpose p31 Socialist Values from core socialist values in a workshop at
Childhood p32 the Global Young Leaders Dialogue.
p36
Analyzing Your Round Table: A Symbol | Give a 5-minute speech on the
Audience p48 of China p52 transformation and innovation of
Chinese culture at the International
Public Speaking Competition. p54
Using Evidence to 40 Years of Reform and | Give a 5-minute speech on
Support Your Ideas p66 | Poverty Reduction p67 China’s poverty alleviation at the
“Understanding China” summer
camp. p72
Organizing Your Speech | Further Reform and Give a 10-minute group presentation
P85 Opening Up Creates a on the development and reform
Brighter Future p86 of China in an international youth

leadership training program. p92




Making Development People-Centered

Activity 2 Understanding China’s efforts in poverty alleviation

) Read the speech and highlight China’s four major achievements in poverty alleviation.

i :' } ngh Speed Train Runnmg on the Chengdu Kunmlng Railway

! t its 18th National Congress in 2012, the CPC vowed to achieve moderate
A prosperity in all respects throughout the country. Accordingly, the CPC
Central Committee has included development-driven poverty alleviation in the
Five-Sphere Integrated Plan and the Four-Pronged Comprehensive Strategy,
and made it one of the key tasks for realizing the First Centenary Goal. We have
produced a raft of major strategies for the fight against poverty on all fronts.
This is a fight of unprecedented intensity, scale and influence. But we have made
decisive progress, significantly improving the working and living conditions of
poor areas and poor people, and in so doing we have written a new chapter in
the history of the fight against poverty.

~

First, we have set records in the history of poverty reduction in China. The
rural poor population living under the current poverty line fell from 98.99

" Part of the speech made by President Xi Jinping at the Seminar on Targeted Poverty
Elimination on February 12, 2018.
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million at the end of 2012 to 30.46 million at the end of 2017, a decrease of
68.53 million and about 70 percent. The incidence of poverty fell from 10.2
percent at the end of 2012 to 3.1 percent at the end of 2017, a decrease of 7.1
percentage points. The average annual decrease was 13.7 million in the five
years, which is more than double the annual decrease of 6.39 million during
the Seven-Year Priority Poverty Reduction Program (1994-2000) period, and
double the annual decrease of 6.73 million during the 2001-2010 period when
the first Outline for Development-Driven Poverty Reduction in Rural Areas
was implemented. This is a departure from the old pattern that the population
escaping poverty would decrease after new standards were adopted. The
number of impoverished counties has dropped for the first time, with 28
emerging from poverty in 2016, and it is estimated that 2017 will see around
100 more such cases when the final evaluation is complete. This shows our
solid progress in addressing regional poverty.

Second, we have promoted faster development in poor areas. We have
strengthened poverty alleviation by developing industries and businesses that
leverage local strengths, including new models of poverty alleviation such as
tourism, photovoltaic technology, and e-commerce programs. This approach has
strengthened poor areas’ endogenous vitality and motivation for development.

By promoting eco-environmental protection, relocating the impoverished
population from inhospitable areas to places with better economic prospects,
and returning farmland back to forest, poor areas have seen significant
improvements in the environment and good results achieved in poverty
alleviation through environmental protection.

The development of infrastructure and public services has greatly improved
basic conditions in poor and especially rural areas, breathing new life into them.

By identifying those living under the poverty line, helping them escape
poverty, and carrying out poverty alleviation projects, grassroots governance
and management in poor areas have seen significant improvement, and rural

grassroots Party organizations have strengthened their cohesion and vitality.

By dispatching first Party secretaries and resident working teams to impoverished
villages, we have trained government officials and produced competent people



©

Making Development People-Centered

working in the countryside. To date, we have dispatched a total of 435,000
officials to work as first Party secretaries and 2,778,000 working team members
resident in poor villages. Right now the corresponding figures are 195,000
first Party secretaries and 775,000 working team members. Shouldering heavy
responsibilities, these officials fight side by side with their local peers in leading
villagers to emerge from poverty. These officials work hard to bring happier lives
to the poor, and some have even given their lives to this cause, demonstrating
their strong sense of responsibility and deep love for the people.

Third, we have formed a strong synergy by pooling all social forces to fight
poverty. Government investment is the major input and plays a guiding role.
We have strengthened collaboration between the eastern and western regions.
We have reinforced the efforts of Party and government institutions directed
towards designated regions, buttressed the role of the military and armed
police forces, and extended the participation of social forces.

The state budget allocated to poverty alleviation grew at an average annual
rate of 22.7 percent, and provincial funds for poverty alleviation at 26.9
percent. Impoverished counties have integrated agricultural development
funds totaling RMB529.6 billion for poverty alleviation. Government financial
departments have arranged loans of RMB350 billion for relocation of the
poor, and granted small loans of more than RMB430 billion and re-lending
loans of more than RMB160 billion for poverty alleviation. Local governments
of poor areas brought in more than RMB46 billion by transferring surplus
land quotas for urban construction.

In cooperation between the eastern and western regions, 342 more-
developed counties in the east paired up with 570 impoverished counties
in the west, contributing to poverty alleviation in western China and
promoting coordinated development between regions. By providing poverty
alleviation assistance to designated targets, Party and government institutions,
particularly central Party and government departments, are able to gain a
better understanding of rural and impoverished areas, and improve their
working practices and train their officials in the process.

All sectors of society have participated widely in poverty alleviation. State-
owned enterprises directly under the central government have provided



Unit 4

targeted assistance to more than 10,000 impoverished villages in around
100 counties in former revolutionary base areas. Private enterprises have
participated in the pairing-up program to help more than 10,000 poor
villages. By the end of 2017, 46,200 private enterprises had provided
assistance to 51,200 villages, investing RMB52.7 billion in poverty alleviation
projects through support for local businesses and donating RMB10.9 billion
to programs for public benefit. These endeavors have benefited more than
6.2 million registered poor. The China Glory Society organized more than
500 well-known entrepreneurs to participate in targeted poverty alleviation
activities in Liangshan Prefecture, Sichuan Province. Cooperation agreements
were reached on 149 projects with a contract value totaling RMB203.7
billion, and more than RMB40 million was donated for public welfare in the
prefecture. These activities have not only helped impoverished villages and
people to escape poverty, but also promoted the great Chinese tradition of
helping the poor and assisting those in difficulty.

Not long ago, I received a letter from 20 young Party members of the China
Railway Tunnel Group who were working on the Chengdu-Kunming
Railway expansion project. They said that more than 50 years before, the
fathers or grandfathers of many of them had been involved in constructing
the Shamulada Tunnel, the most difficult section of the Chengdu-Kunming
Railway. Builders of the previous generations feared neither danger nor
death, and dared to break through natural barriers; with this heroic spirit
they turned natural chasms into thoroughfares, and their achievements are
unsurpassed in the history of railway construction anywhere in the world.
Now these young people have taken on the mantle from previous generations,
and accepted the mission of building the Xiaoxiangling Tunnel, the longest
and most difficult run on the new Chengdu-Kunming Railway. Determined to
match their predecessors and remain true to their mission, they are working
hard to complete the expansion project as quickly as possible. Once complete,
the railway will become an “accelerator,” helping people along its route to
escape poverty. Reading the letter, I am very pleased to see that the younger
generations take responsibility for and are loyal to the country and the people.

Fourth, we have established an institutional framework with Chinese
characteristics for the fight against poverty. While strengthening CPC
leadership, we have included in the framework the following systems:
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o aresponsibility system where every party fulfills their own duties and functions;

« a working system where targets of assistance are accurately identified and
targeted efforts are made to help them out of poverty;

« a policy system where policies at all levels are coordinated;

« an investment system to guarantee financial support and provide human
resources;

o an assistance system where targeted measures are implemented for different
regions, villages, households, and individuals;

« asocial mobilization system to elicit extensive participation and build synergy;

 amulti-channel and omni-dimensional oversight system; and

o astringent evaluation system.

1 This framework provides a strong institutional guarantee to back up the fight
against poverty. The most fundamental element of this framework is a working
mechanism whereby the central leadership makes overall plans, provincial
authorities take overall responsibility, and city and county authorities take
charge of implementation—authorities at all levels sign written pledges so that
clear goals are set, accountability is ensured, and implementation measures
are adopted. With these achievements, we have contributed China’s vision and
approaches to the global cause of poverty reduction.

E) Later in the same speech, President Xi summarizes the Chinese experience in fighting
poverty into the following six points. Find supporting evidence from the speech for
these points. Work in groups of three or four first and then share your findings with
the class.

1. We uphold CPC leadership to provide a strong organizational guarantee.

We uphold the strategy of targeted poverty alleviation to improve effectiveness.

We increase investment and strengthen financial support.

We mobilize people from all quarters.

We have strict requirements to encourage hard work and concrete results.

OO LRI

We ensure the principal role of the people in poverty elimination and arouse their
enthusiasm in fighting poverty.

E) Work in pairs. Prepare a 3-minute speech on common prosperity. The target audience
is a group of international students in your university. In your speech, explain what
common prosperity means and how it can be achieved.
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Understanding Public Speaking

Using evidence to support your ideas

A good speech needs strong supporting materials. In order to inform and persuade your
audience, you need to support your ideas with statistics, examples, and testimony.

Statistics are collection of information shown in numbers. They are often used to prove
facts, describe or draw conclusions about the nature or characteristics of people, objects,
or scientific phenomena or highlight trends. For example, in President Xi’s speech in
Activity 2 a series of numbers are used to illustrate the progress of poverty reduction in
China.

Examples are also good supporting materials. An example refers to a specific case or
an incident used to make an abstract idea concrete. Examples can be brief descriptions
or detailed stories. They are often used to clarify, emphasize, and reinforce ideas. To
talk about the impact of poverty, for instance, you may say, “Poverty brings many
problems, such as hunger, disease, inequality, insecurity, and precarious livelihoods”
Detailed stories of families who suffer from poverty can be told to illustrate these
consequences of poverty.

Testimony refers tions or paraphrases of someone who has first-hand
in field. A statement from such a person is considered

experience or exp

more believable th: ade by a non-expert.

10




B = iTEST ZELR1EML

iTEST ()35 Ew=+- @D iTEST (55 B D

1 We uphold CPC p to provide a guarantee. 2. We uphold the strategy of rerty alleviation to imps

iTEST (135 Ee= @D iTEST ()38 = CD

3 We increase | and 4 We mobilize peopie from all quarters.

- HE: = = L3

iTEST (55 E==r- @D iTEST (135 B CD
8. Ve enalife (e principal foké S e pEopic I Ve Sllbaliition and jclise el eniliiatin 5. We have strict requirements to encourage hard work and concrete resulls.
in fighting poverty.

11



BRI BRAT B RER

[o]o]
o]
Self-assessment
Learning Objectives
*1. | can use English expressions related to “f##i”in speech.
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B
*2. | can explore the theme of “development by the people”.
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B
%3. | can analyze a story based on Labov’s narrative model.
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*4. | can tell stories about rural teachers via Labov’s narrative model.
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Liu Xiuxiang, a headmaster of Experimental High School in Wangmo county in Southwest China’s
Guizhou Province, has been using his abilities to help children living in poverty to have more opportunities in
education, which could change their fates.

Liuwas born in a remote and isolated county in China, where many people had outdated ways of thinking.
It was a common notion that education was useless, especially for girls. That was one reason Liu decided to
work in high school education in the county.

In 2008, Liu became widely known in China for taking his mother, who suffered from mental illness, to
a university thousands of miles away from his hometown. He was then offered many opportunities, from
financial donations to work positions in big cities, but he turned them down. He chose to return to Wangmo
to become a high school history teacher.

After eight years since returning home, Liu is now a headmaster of a newly built high school in Wangmo
county. His enthusiasm in education has motivated many students to bravely pursue their dreams.

We can learn from Liu’s story that the progress of rural education in China is closely linked to the
perseverance and passion of rural teachers. Their contributions are essential to China’s rural revitalization and
common prosperity.
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