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Social Institutions

The P.thob‘y of |npri;onm.nt ‘The term, “social institution” is somewhat unclear both in ordinary language and

in the philosophical literature (sce below). However, contemporary sociology

Philip G. Zimbardo is somewhat more consistent in its use of the term. Typically, contemporary

1 was recently released from solitary confinement after being held therein for 37
months [months!]. A silent system was imposed upon me and to even whisper to
the man in the next cell resulted in being beaten by guards, sprayed with chemical
mace, blackjacked, stomped and thrown into a strip-cell naked to sleep on a
concrete floor without bedding, covering, wash basin or even a toilet. The floor
served as toilet and bed, and even there the silent system was enforced. To let a
moan escape your lips because of the pain and discomfort...resulted in another
beating. I spent not days, but months there during my 37 months in solitary...I
have filed every writ possible against the administrative acts of brutality. The state
courts have all denied the petitions. Because of my refusal to let the things die down
and forget all that happened during my 37 months in solitary...I am the most hated
prisoner in [this] penitentiary, and called a “hard-core incorrigible”

sociologists use the term to refer to complex social forms that reproduce
themselves such as governments, the family, human languages, universities,
hospitals, business corporations, and legal systems. A typical definition is that
proffered by Jonathan Turner: “a complex of positions, roles, norms and values
lodged in particular types of social structures and organising relatively stable
patterns of human activity with respect to fundamental problems in producing
life resources, in d dividuals, and in viable

societal structures within a given environment.” Again, Anthony Giddens says:
“Institutions by definition are the more enduring features of social life” He
goes on to list as institutional orders, modes of discourse, political institutions,

economic and legal The porary philosopher of
social science, Rom Harre follows the theoretical sociologists in offering this kind
of definition: "An institution was defined as an interlocking double-structure
of persons-as-role-holders or office-bearers and the like, and of social practices
involving both expressive and practical aims and outcomes” He gives as examples
schools, shops, post offices, police forces, asylums and the British monarchy.
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I EHGI I Objectives

Critique & Evaluate

Rationally view the relationship between
individual and social system and freedom

CRITIQUE
EVALUATE

Analyze & Explore

Analyze the significance and limitations of the
ANALYZE Stanford prison experiment; understand the basis and
EXPLORE implementation of sociological experimental research

Remember & Understand
REMEMBER Recap briefly the Stanford prison experiment;

— . . analyze and summarize the text
J STAN
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<> What are the keywords or ideas that come into your mind when you
BRETTI T N2 finish reading this passage?

<> What do you think of the effectiveness of imprisonment for inhibiting
or preventing crimes?

< Why does the author use the word “frightening” to describe the
experiment? Why in the end did the author call off the experiment?
<> Do you think this experiment verifies the wide-spread delusion in the

Western culture that human nature is evil? And why or why not?
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<> This eloquent plea for prison reform—for humane treatment of human
beings, for the basic dignity that is the right of every American—came
to me secretly in a letter from a prisoner who cannot be identified

because he is still in a state correctional institution. (para. 3)

<>

They appeared to represent the cream of the crop of this generation.

<>

The guards were made aware of the potential seriousness and danger

of the situation and their own vulnerability.

< In less than a week the experience of imprisonment undid
(temporarily) a lifetime of learning; human values were suspended,
self-concepts were challenged and the ugliest, most base, pathological
side of human nature surfaced. (para. 6)

< Individual behavior is largely under the control of social forces and
environmental contingencies rather than personality traits, character,
willpower or other empirically unvalidated constructs. (para. 11)

<> Thus, we create an illusion of freedom by attributing more internal
control to ourselves, to the individual, than actually exists. (para.11)

<> However, since the majority of people in these studies do act in non-

rational, non-obvious ways, it follows that the majority of observers

would also succumb to the social psychological forces in the situation.

(para. 14)
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What Is a Research Design | Types, Guide & Examples:
N https://www.scribbr.com/methodology/research-design/
HRNE L
Nothing in Excess
https://econation.one/blog/nothing-in-excess/
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1. @t SPOC TELLIRFEE I MMM 4-6, HE—DEEMRSC, EREHPHIES
HITR AL
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R P EIRRAES
<> What are the fundamental research types in sociological study?
<> What are the commonly-used research methods in sociological study?
<> What makes a good research design?
< Is there any deficiency in Zimbardo’s Stanford Prison Experiment? If
yes, what is it?
<> What do you think turns the guards who are very normal people to




sadists overnight?
<> How do you understand the maxims, namely “Know thyself” “Nothing
in excess” and “Surety brings ruin”, inscribed prominently on the

Temple to Apollo in Dephi?
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(1) Check out the meanings o the following terms and point them out one by one

in Zimbardo’s prison experiment. Then discuss whether his experiment was
strictly up to the requirement of a “true experiment

Hypothesis
e

Effect

Independent variable
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What do you think turns the guards
who are very normal people to
sadists overnight?

How do you understand the maxims,
namely “Know thyself” “Nothing in
excess” and “Surety brings ruin”,
inscribed prominently on the Temple
to Apollo in Dephi?
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assigned some social roles, such as
teacher/student?
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< Why do we say the three dimensions only provide a framework for
individuals’ behaviors?

<> What kind of people usually had high degree of discretionary power or
individual autonomy? Why did their power diminish in recent times?

VRAT BT A < What does “rational” mean in this context?

<~ Try to summarize the standpoint of different sociologists in relation to
the relationship between institutional structure and the agency of
institutional actors

<> What are the two points to rebut Bhaskar’s proposition?

<> How did the author define “unintended consequences”?
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Doubtless, unintended consequences—or, more precisely, consequences not
aimed at as an end—have an important role in the life and for that matter, the
death, of institutions. Such consequences might include ones produced by
evolutionary style causal mechanisms, or ones involved in so-called “hidden
hand” mechanisms. (Albeit, as we saw above, “hidden hand” mechanisms are
often the product of deliberate institutional design, and so their consequences
are in a general sense aimed at by the designers, if not by the participating
institutional actors themselves.)

proffered by Jonathan Turner: ‘2 complex of positions, roles, norms and values
lodged in particular types of social structures and organising relatively stable
patterns of human activity with respect to fundamental problems in producing
life-sustaining resources, in reproducing individuals, and in sustaining viable
societal structures within a given environment” Again, Anthony Giddens says:

social science, Rom Harre follows the theoretical sociologists in offering this kind
of definition: “An institution was defined as an interlocking double-structure
of persons-as-fole-holders or office-bearers and the like, and of social practices
involving both expressive and practical aims and outcomes.” He gives as examples
schools, shops, post offices, police forces, asylums and the British monarchy.
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I. It is believed that in some cases, Chinese teachers dominate the
teaching-learning process in the classroom, and students passively
receive knowledge from their teachers' lectures. Design and conduct
a survey of the teacher-student relationship in China. Find out to what
extent this observation is true, and compare the teacher-student

relationship in China with that in the United States. Discuss the possible
cultural reasons behind the differentiation if any.

BEAKRITENE
BRI RN, TH
& BT M CTURT MR AR H

Sl E N MM ER
TSI AL el L = ORI
HIIBA R AR, ST IR
KRR AMRA; B
AT SE R ER 2 ST R
BRI A R R
H I

DU A TR P I R 5
FRME A E AR LT 3] ) B
&

B, R

I

UMV : K2

%MWﬁ‘Eﬁﬂ%
BN YR AT VR
M, F8 H A )
DA Je Bz eist 77 )

LB PRAT : o HoA
B AT VAT
S UL NN A
K EEFIL 4

FOMVEAY: b ¥
St SRR E




A BT A5 1 7 AR BRATZESR BT L7R

MEBREEL T AT SR E L AR AR
B AR WA S JFakeRgh ] D RIL; 56
FRATAE ORI FI 524, W52, A BUA B o0 1) T ik 0% B
S/NEE, VNHR FRIRRIE TR bF.
BT HE 23
Fii = AR g5GRTR IR IR
(3 4h) WA, R E X RSC N  E
RS RE, 5—HERREZHR
A ORI R R
B OARBRERALSE I, JER
A SRS, EIT iwrite &
G 5e AEAERE (250 words )
BRI R
WiEES
1. GG, FoIsE-EHIT A RIRC.
2. SERUARUCRAT B IR E 1R L.

12

(3) BFBEe. BN

AT (LSEPZ A RIS (et MsEhr#eaimsh b, BUr e R BE 7 &3, 8
FIRBER] LGy AP KRR S B B PRI R ANy IR AE -

& EE BTFRERFMESER T REBEN BN, BREFHNEOLNERK 55 MREE”
BB ESHRGEH, BEA SRR EUBHINE. BEMIREI . LA nE
B4 SPOC FELLURTE . Unipus L& RN BT AR TR E R AP o3, B S A 8T A R URSCH
K “HIHAR MRS ” A . IXEEBHE, JCHRE AL IRIEM Unipus B3R, HOAHLEAR 1
AR E IS B TR a. A4 IE SPOC FEARERFER H 2 I RS M08 5 KR, a0 e A
FIEAE ] SCERT SRR BRI AR HraE, JFREIEI 7E 2 YRR IR 7 ) B o Nl 26 A
TRk RAT I B T2 ST B TR, PR A At RE AT HE SR AT SE IR N (1 32 AL e it
1B, LS AAT S 2 AR (B R AT REPEAEBOM ) 51 5 P AT A 2], I FRALIIE 5 5 S S At
F LU, A T A A B RIRIE, DA TR e 3 B RRAE ST T k. R, 45
& IR AR BEIR, BTN 24 BENs 8 T 2448 (TR R BT b gt AT B AR Rtk A, AN TERA 1
B fE BRI, REME. ZER 207 AN BB S A ROV TRE . FEA BRIt
AT 6 ANURIS 57 SIS [T =0p 2 Z 4oy | B2, B S I RS T =02 —. &t
A2 VA B 7 B R T RE X I Bl R 2 E AR




< HR B TRBRAGEFEBDBITAEMBOHRRA R, BFE T HITHERFE, KT HMME
A2 ISRV IE A R, R T HEERER . AR, A TRIEER, HImaewesd
KD ANHOA  Vvh ZESR AP RIS T SEINRHZ IR RE BT 5% 5] AR FEAR BT A it
H, B 35 TRIN I HCE N A E LR RS« EM BT BRI G IRERBE R T R5EK
(1o AR 22 A BRI KRB = I, WE T SR AR RO s ARYE A L ITAE HOM T (AL B S R LA
FITHIR AR, WE THRRE A IHh, B RIRE . iWrite. AT BYFEETH, U] IAER RS
SNSRI 2 A Bt R RIRN AT, SR ACh#E S .

r RS

K5yl ae

4. BITEEEH (GRABETRIFESAEN TR, AR AR TR, R
PO B R RIR D

AZIFERFE BT LR IRAT . PReP . BRESE 3 DM KSR e V-, sRiR “Id5Aid
P BLHRSE”, FEr M A I E BRSNS SN FREDE
AERIEOY, NSRRGSR BANTE T REHCER ORI I HCEAVPOIRE <7
R WECAEE, G T CHOL R =R, B CER RS SRR, saiy,
VPRGNS I AR O PR SR CH I CE A PR et “aETe Sl RIS PR K
RIVAA SIS RE T R A S S PR et 2 AR B ) L DU AR B 52 >

> CREZTCHA BT TR, @8I Unipus. iWrite. MR SEELBFEH RS, HE
FERS TS YRR, Blind B, BREERIL. ANHTHE . FVNIL STl RS ESE,
FUMAE R G0l 1 2218 B T il 2B 2 ST e 1, @ 4 5 Rt R et . Ak
MPPSEitd AN R 1 780 A SPOC AELRIRAE i oAl AN sl 36 B3R, Al =244
P FERARIC AR 2 B IREREATAE R $RA . RIS, DA AE
FEVRATSE>] SPOC PREEAIMEOL, B RfE TGN 2 A SROCHE B AR A M RGO, 28 “4
A — ot — AN AR 3 f5B) iWrite R E IS, JFRESL L
EEAEM SRR, — it ae s, 5 ﬁﬁ#%%ﬁﬁ%m EAEE s
4. 51 FEAE R AR B TR, U A SR R, R A TR ST e




710 W2 el TR, ATCUE R S TS A i S ST A DL, I
SO A AN S A, HET 3R A RO

FER PP T BUR R, ARRE A5 & F U EEA T T B, EUmvrar . A mpror
FAETVE, AEBW. LA LB, 20762 MO AR AR, UM R
BEUFA S N S AN NRILPFINR, A2 BTG T PRI T b AT bR, 38T 1PEs
XHAE R B AR R (/N SR BRI IN 45 5 55 Bt URECIIE], B0 s 2B [l 2 el AL, /N
WA S SR BERII St PR BOm B B R SN AUR BLE %, 85 0 20 58 iUUR B R
(Presentation) (/NH K&K FH N, BLE/NATHE &4 AR 5 NIRRT IC R X AT 70, FF4HX
HAR ) SR AR St 2. NBUR AR o] EahtE, BN BIA GRS 2], Db R 2 )
FRIE, A RORIRATTUEAEST I, Jei st R EOE, A5 30 35 1A R R B 1) e (4t
MIRisfs R, A A MAN R 2 TR S HEAT VR, W] DASR HEAS RO A kb 78 et
AR 3. S ERGARRM:, SHTIRN AR, RIS, WREEATH ey
Btk 3], NITRE IR A2 S [l BT 2 (0 R4 2. 2 AR AE BRI IR B AR ik s, B
FEVFIARRZEIRER, PFNA CREEE S BRI BB A7 A 222 > H AR,
N T HEFI 2RI BTN, DU BRI i 28— AN R TE S RSBV SCE, 388
SEIRFEERR (15 580 Al X =R 75 AT R o IEIGZ IR BTGB A R X
—ER R B = AP, SN B M 2 IR BT R T O REE . 5
SR EEEAE AV A R, SRR R AT B

L I

Teacher Assessment Form (Retelling part )

Language Content Delivery Coherence Totals
proficiency coverage skills and cohesion

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 5

5= superb; 4=above average; 3=average; 2=below average; 1=weak

2. EVHA

Intergroup Assessment Form (Retelling part )

Language Content Delivery Coherence Totals
proficiency coverage skills and cohesion

™1

™ 2

™ 3

™4




5= superb; 4=above average; 3=average; 2=below average; 1=weak

3. AV
Peer Assessment Form (Retelling part )
Language Content Delivery Coherence Totals
proficiency coverage skills and cohesion
Speaker 1
Speaker 2
Speaker 3
Speaker 4

5= superb; 4=above average; 3=average; 2=below average; 1=weak

Self-Assessment checklist (Retelling part )

I can fully understand the main idea of the passage;

I can restate the long and complex sentences in the passage with my own words;
I can tell the thematic information from the supporting one;

I can grasp the main structure of the whole passage;

I can reorganize the main idea of each paragraph or sections in a logic way;

I can express the reorganized information fluently and logically;

I can make my own contribution to the team;

I can realize my own strength and weakness in this aspect;

5= superb; 4=above average; 3=average; 2=below average; |=weak
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4 Half were arbitrarily designated as prisoners by a flip of a coin, the others
as guards. These were the roles they were to play in our simulated prison.
The guards were made aware of the potential seriousness and danger of the
situation and their own vulnerability. They made up their own formal rules for
maintaining law, order, and respect, and were generally free to improvise new
ones during their eight-hour, three-man shifts The prisoners were unexpectedly
picked up at their homes by a city policeman in a squad car, searched,
handcuffed, fingerprinted, booked at the Palo Alto station house, and taken
blindfolded to our jail There they were stripped, deloused, put into a uniform,
given a number, and put into a cell with two other prisoners where they expected
to live for the next two weeks. Their pay was good ($15 a day), and their
motivation was to make money.
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